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Course Overview           
 
This course, American Politics 111, provides an overview of politics in the United States, 
with a particular focus on the processes and actors driving – and hindering – the reform 
of the American political system and the policies it produces.  The course is designed to 
not only provide students with an understanding of the institutions of the American 
federal government, but also with knowledge of both seminal and cutting-edge political 
science research on those institutions.  It also teaches students to apply this research to a 
wide range of current political controversies relating to both institutional and policy 
reform efforts, and should be challenging and engaging for both prospective political 
science majors and non-majors.   
 
The first part of the course focuses on the institutions of the American political system – 
the Constitution, Congress, Presidency, Federal Judiciary, Bureaucracy, Political Parties, 
and Interest Groups – and looks at various efforts to reform them.  The second part of the 
course explores three foundational themes in American politics – federalism, civil rights, 
and civil liberties – and connects them to America’s underlying political values and 
recent reform efforts relating to education, guns, and marriage.  The third and final part of 
the course focuses on the policymaking process, and uses case studies of five policy 
issues – healthcare, the national debt, energy, taxes, and job creation – to analyze this 
process.  A core question that we will be discussing throughout the course relates to the 
logic of collective action – despite the odds against it, how do people come together to 
make reform happen in America?   

mailto:grbullock@davidson.edu
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Course Objectives           
 
The goals of this course relate to five general areas of learning: 
 

• Social Science: To enable students to understand how one of the social sciences 
seeks to understand and explain human cognition and behavior and the structures 
of human societies and institutions.   

• Political Science: To expose students to some of the theories and empirical 
research from the field of political science that can help explain political 
dynamics and outcomes. 

• American Politics: To provide students with a sophisticated understanding of US 
political institutions, actors, values, cultures, and policymaking processes, and 
their role in the “politics of reform.”    

• Analytical Skills: To improve students’ skills in understanding and assessing a 
wide range of political concepts and theories, and applying them to specific policy 
contexts.   

• Personal Empowerment: To empower students to think critically about their own 
political values and positions, take thoughtful political positions, make informed 
political choices, and to positively, strategically, and successfully engage in 
American democracy – as citizens, advocates, and leaders.   

 
Course Structure and Format 
 
The course is structured into four units: 
 

• Introduction: The course begins with a week of discussion about the overarching 
questions and themes that we will be covering during the semester.  Specific 
topics include the nature of politics, political reform, and collective action.     

• Part I – Institutions and Reform: The second unit of the course focuses on the 
institutions of the US political system at the national level.  They include the three 
branches of government (Congress, the Presidency, and the Federal Judiciary) as 
well as the Bureaucracy, Political Parties, and Interest Groups. 

• Part II – Political Values and Reform: The third unit of the course explores how 
America’s emphasis on federalism, civil liberties, and civil rights defines its 
political culture and influences reform efforts relating to education, guns, and 
marriage.     

• Part III – Public Policy and Reform: The fourth unit of the course analyzes the 
policymaking process, using case studies on healthcare, energy, the national debt, 
taxes, and job creation.  It shows how all of the institutions and values that make 
up the American political system can be involved in the reform of public policy.   
 

In Part I, we will cover a different institution each week, from Weeks 2 thru 8.  A Mid-
Term Review is scheduled for Week 9, and a day for questions and discussion relating to 
this first part of the course is scheduled before this Review.  In Part II, a different set of 
political values is covered each week, from Week 10 thru Week 12.   
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Within each week of Parts I and II, we will follow a regular pattern of class activities.  
On Mondays, we will discuss the overarching topic of the week, building on the readings 
from the primary textbook, The Logic of American Politics.  On Wednesdays, we will 
analyze specific readings from the field of political science that relate to the week’s topic. 
Three students will be responsible for leading our discussion of these readings.  On 
Fridays, we will all participate in a role-playing “simulation” of a political debate also 
related to the topic of the week.  Two students will play the role of advocating for a 
particular reform, and two students will play the role of advocating against the reform – 
although everyone is encouraged to participate.   
 
Part III begins with an overview of the policymaking process, and then each subsequent 
day of class in Weeks 13 thru Week 15 covers a different public policy issue.  On each of 
these days we will continue our role-playing simulations of political debates related to 
these specific issues.  Week 16 is reserved for make-up classes or other needs or topics 
identified during the semester.   
 
Course Scope            
 
The sections above provide an overview of what is covered in the course, but it is also 
important to outline what it does not cover.  First of all, it is primarily a survey course of 
American politics, and therefore does not focus in on any one topic or issue.  For 
example, the course covers the basics of the Presidency, but will not provide as much in-
depth analysis of this institution as POL 312 (The Presidency).  It introduces the policy-
making process, but not as comprehensively as POL 314 (Public Policy).  It discusses 
some aspects of environmental politics, but not as broadly as POL 335 (Environmental 
Politics).      
 
The course also focuses on American domestic politics and processes, and is designed not 
to overlap with POL 130 (Comparative Politics), POL 141 (International Politics), or 
POL 345 (American Foreign Policy).  While some aspects of political theory and 
philosophy will be discussed in class, courses such as POL 102 (Contemporary Political 
Ideologies), POL 304 (Foundations of Liberalism), and POL 306 (Special Topics in 
American Political Theory) cover these topics in much more detail.  The course will 
touch on relevant historical events and examples, but other classes in the History 
Department (e.g. HIS 141, HIS 142) are more squarely oriented towards the study of 
American history.   
 
While we will discuss political science concepts and research, the course is not designed 
to be an introduction to social science methods, which is the focus of POL 221.  Finally, 
it is not designed to duplicate high school AP U.S. Government and Politics courses.  The 
inclusion of original readings in political science, the focus on the processes of reform, 
and the simulation of specific public policy debates promise to make the course new and 
challenging for all students, regardless of whether they have taken related AP classes.   
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Course Requirements (Assignments and Grading)      
 
The assignments for this course are designed to help students accomplish the course’s 
learning objectives.  They include the following activities: 
 
• Participation (15%): This course is designed for active student involvement and 

participation.  For each day's class, I expect students to complete the assigned reading 
and to come to class prepared to discuss that reading.  Participation grades will be 
based on your preparation for class, your careful attention to assigned readings, the 
quality of your contributions, your respect for the ideas and remarks of others in the 
class, the relevance of your remarks, and your overall level of participation (both 
active and passive) in the classroom.    

• Group Presentation (5%): Each student will be a member of a three-person team that 
will be responsible for introducing the readings for one Wednesday during Weeks 2-
12.  The team will evenly divide responsibilities for summarizing the text, analyzing 
and assessing its strengths and weaknesses, and interpreting its broader political 
significance and relevance to the topic of the week.   

• Two Simulated Political Debates (5% Each): Each student will also be a member of 
two separate simulation teams that will play the roles of advocates for and against 
different reform proposals.  Each team will have two members, and each student in 
the class must be on both a FOR and an AGAINST team once during the semester.      

• Two Short Papers (10% Each): Each student will write two short papers (2 pages 
doubled-spaced) analyzing two of the policy debates covered in Weeks 2-12.  These 
papers should apply the broader political theories and concepts covered during the 
course and during the week of the policy debate to its analysis of the issue.  Students 
cannot write papers on weeks that they are on a simulation team that will be debating 
that issue.  Students will sign-up for the two weeks they will write their papers during 
the first week of class, and the papers will be due at the beginning of the Friday class 
of those weeks.  Late assignments will be graded down a half-letter grade for each 
day they are late.           

• Mid-Term Review (20%): A Mid-Term Review covering Part I of the course will be 
held on Friday, October 21.  Class on Wednesday, October 19 will be devoted to a 
discussion of the political themes and dynamics discussed so far in the semester and 
any questions that students have.   

• Final Review (30%): A Final Review will be held during the Exam period.  Both the 
Mid-Term Review and the Final Review will include a mix of identifications, short 
answer questions, and essays.   
 

We will be covering new topics and issues every day.  Attendance is therefore required 
and will be monitored daily.  You are also expected to respect your classmates and your 
professor by arriving for class on time and remaining until the end.  You may have two 
unexcused absences during the semester; thereafter, I will deduct two points from your 
course grade for every unexcused absence.  Excused absences are only granted for 
serious personal illness or injury, family emergency, or authorized college activity, and 
generally require documentation from college officials.  Changes in deadlines will be 
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approved only upon evidence of extenuating circumstances.  It is your responsibility to 
request an excused absence or an extension as soon as you possibly can. 

 
As a student at Davidson College, you are expected to uphold the highest standards of 
academic integrity and to follow the Honor Code throughout the course.  Any violation of 
that code will be dealt with as stipulated.  If you have any questions about 
documentation, what constitutes plagiarism, or any other Honor Code-related questions, 
please seek guidance right away.  In general, academic dishonesty is defined as cheating, 
plagiarism, unauthorized collaboration, falsifying academic records, and any other act 
designed to avoid participating honestly in the learning process.  Academic dishonesty 
also includes, but is not limited to, providing false or misleading information to receive 
an assignment extension or test postponement, or the submission of essentially the same 
written assignment for two different courses without prior permission of faculty 
members. 

 
Course Texts            
 
Four texts are required for the course, and are available at the campus bookstore: 
 

1. Samuel Kernell, Gary C. Jacobson, and Thad Kousser. 2011. The Logic of 
American Politics. CQ Press. 5th edition.   
 

2. Samuel Kernell and Steven S. Smith, Editors. 2009. Principles and Practice of 
American Politics: Classic and Contemporary Readings. CQ Press. 4th edition. 
 

3. Richard J. Ellis and Michael Nelson. 2010. Debating Reform: Conflicting 
Perspectives on How to Fix the American Political System. CQ Press. 1st edition. 
 

4. Issues for Debate in American Public Policy: Selections from CQ Researcher. 
2012.  CQ Press. 12th edition. 
 

The Logic of American Politics, which we will abbreviate as Logic in the class, is written 
by three professors in one of the top political science departments in the country, at the 
University of California, San Diego.  It provides an in-depth and comprehensive analysis 
of American politics, and we will be using it extensively throughout the course.  
Principles and Practices of American Politics, which we will refer to as Principles, also 
comes out of UC San Diego, and is a compilation of original readings relating to the 
American political system, from the Federalist Papers to contemporary political science 
analyses.  Most of our Wednesday readings will come from this publication.   
 
Debating Reform, which I will call Reform for short, is a collection of pro and con 
articles related to specific proposals to improve the American system of government.  
The final text, Issues for Debate in American Public Policy (Issues for short), focuses on 
particular policy areas, such as healthcare and the national debt, and we will use it 
extensively in Part III of the course.   
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Because all of these books are published by Congressional Quarterly (CQ) Press, I was 
able to negotiate a deep discount on them as a package.  You are free to purchase them 
separately if you believe you can get a better price that way – but be sure to buy the 
correct edition!  Two of the book editions, Logic and Issues, were just published this 
summer, so they are as up-to-date as possible (so no used versions will be available).   
 
Course Website           
 
A few additional readings that are not from these four books will be either posted on 
Moodle or handed out in class.  Please visit the course website on Moodle regularly for 
information about the course, including the syllabus, links to readings not in the textbook, 
paper assignments, and contact information.  The web site can be accessed at 
moodle.davidson.edu.  Congressional Quarterly Press also has created a website with 
many resources and exercises for students that reinforce the main themes and ideas 
presented in Logic.  You can access this website at http://logic.cqpress.com/. 
 
Technology in the Classroom 
 
When in lecture or in section please turn off your cell phones, MP3 players, and other 
mobile devices.  Since it is our mutual responsibility to create a productive learning 
environment while we are in the classroom, notebook computers may not be used during 
class.  There have been numerous studies showing that computers distract both the 
students using them and students around them (similar to second-hand smoke).  These 
studies also indicate that they can result in a lack of learning and lower grades for those 
that they distract. 
 
More importantly, they also create a physical barrier between students, the professor, and 
the rest of the class.  This hinders the productive discussions and engagement that enables 
deeper learning and skill formation and is the hallmark of a liberal arts education.  While 
I recognize many students may prefer to take notes using their computers because “they 
type faster than they write,” the object of note-taking is not quantity but quality.  
Especially in the social sciences where the skills of analysis and interpretation are 
essential, the key to constructive note-taking is critically processing and prioritizing the 
information being received, not just copying it down verbatim.   
 
Therefore students are encouraged to take notes in paper notebooks and to practice 
critical note-taking skills in the process.  Tablets that lie flat on the desk are allowed, but 
should only be used for note-taking, not surfing the web or checking your email (turn off 
your wireless connection during class).  After class, you are also encouraged to take a 
few minutes to review, revise, and even re-write your notes, and you can use a computer 
to do so.  Your learning and analytical skills will be greatly improved as a result.            
 
That is not say that technology cannot be effectively used in the classroom to facilitate 
our learning objectives – it can and we will do so throughout the semester.  I will often 
use Powerpoint slides to summarize important points, and will distribute them via 
Moodle after class.  I will make use of audio and video materials where relevant and 

http://logic.cqpress.com/
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appropriate, including some online materials.  And we will be using TurningPoint’s 
clicker technology to conduct instant polls before and after our Friday simulations, and to 
test your learning progress on other classes as well.  But it will be intentional and directed 
use of technology, not ad hoc and distracting. 
 
Often there will be questions of fact or contention that come up in class that we will be 
tempted to look up on the spot to resolve or to make a point.  As rewarding as this can be 
in everyday life, it is usually a distraction in the classroom setting.  We still want to 
know, however, the answers to the questions that come up, so we will also have 
designated “Fact Checkers” who will be “on call” for each class and asked to post the 
answers (or links to discussions of them) on Moodle, where the discussion can continue 
in the Forum section.  This will be a part of your participation grade.   
 
Brief Course Outline and Schedule         
 
Below is an abbreviated outline of the schedule and topics covered in the course.   
 
Week Date Day Week Topic Class Topic 
 INTRODUCTION: REFORMING A NATION 
1 22-Aug M Introduction The Logic of American Politics 
 24-Aug W  The Logic of Collective Action 
 26-Aug F  The Prospects for Institutional Reform 
 PART I: INSTITUTIONS AND REFORM  
2 29-Aug M The Constitution The Constitution 
 31-Aug W  The Federalist Papers 
 2-Sep F  Amending the Constitution 
3 5-Sep M The Congress Congress 
 7-Sep W  Polarization 
 9-Sep F  Non-Partisan Redistricting 
4 12-Sep M The President The Presidency 
 14-Sep W  The Modern President 
 16-Sep F  Abolishing the Electoral College 
5 19-Sep M The Judiciary The Judiciary 
 21-Sep W  Judicial Review 
 23-Sep F  Citizens United 
6 26-Sep M The Bureaucracy The Bureaucracy 
 28-Sep W  Structural Politics 
 30-Sep F  Public Employee Unions 
7 3-Oct M Political Parties Political Parties 
 5-Oct W  Why Parties? 
 7-Oct F  Proportional Representation 
8 9-Oct M   Fall Break  
 12-Oct W Interest Groups Interest Groups 
 14-Oct F  The Evolution of Interest Groups 
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9 17-Oct M  Lobbyist Limitations 
 19-Oct W Review Questions and Discussion 
 21-Oct F Review Mid-Term Review 
 PART II: POLITICAL VALUES  AND REFORM 
10 24-Oct M Federalism Federalism 
 26-Oct W  The Value of Decentralization 
 28-Oct F  Education Reform 
11 31-Oct M Civil Rights Civil Rights 
 2-Nov W  Immigration and Identity Politics 
 4-Nov F  Gay Marriage Bans 
12 7-Nov M Civil Liberties Civil Liberties 
 9-Nov W  Two Concepts of Liberty 
 11-Nov F  Gun Rights 
 PART III: PUBLIC POLICY AND REFORM  
13 14-Nov M Policy Reform Public Policy 
 16-Nov W  Healthcare Reform 
 18-Nov F  The National Debt and Budget Reform 
14 21-Nov M  Income Inequality and Tax Reform 
 23-Nov W   Thanksgiving Break 
 25-Nov F   Thanksgiving Break 
15 28-Nov M  Climate Change and Energy Policy Reform 
 30-Nov W  Unemployment and Green Jobs 
 2-Dec F  To Be Decided 
16 5-Dec M  To Be Decided 
 7-Dec W  To Be Decided 
     
 
Detailed Course Outline, Readings and Deadlines      
 
The more detailed outline below includes the day of the week and date of each class, the 
general topic covered, the author and title of the readings that should be read for each 
class, the number of pages of each reading, and where the readings can be found.   
  
Note: I reserve the right to make modifications to this outline if in my judgment the flow 
of the course will be best served by such adjustments. 
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INTRODUCTION: REFORMING A NATION 
 
Week 1: Understanding the Nature of Politics 
 
M 22-Aug What is Politics? Samuel Kernell, Gary Jacobson, 

and Thad Kousser, The Logic of 
American Politics 

42 Logic Ch. 1 

W 24-Aug What is Collective 
Action? 

Mancur Olson, The Logic of 
Collective Action 

8 P&P Ch. 1-1 

F 26-Aug What is Reform?  The Prospects for Institutional 
Reform 

30 Logic Ch. 15 

   Total Pages 80  
 
PART I: INSTITUTIONS AND REFORM 
 
Week 2: The Constitution 
 
M 29-

Aug 
The 
Constitution 

Samuel Kernell, Gary Jacobson, and 
Thad Kousser, The Constitution 

50 Logic Ch. 2 

W 31-
Aug 

The Federalist 
Papers 

John Roche, The Founding Fathers: A 
Reform Caucus in Action 

25 P&P Ch. 2-1 

   Brutus, Anti-Federalist No. 3 5 P&P Ch. 2-2 
   James Madison, Federalist No. 10 7 P&P Ch. 2-3 
   James Madison, Federalist No. 51 3 P&P Ch. 2-4 
F 2-

Sep 
Amending the 
Constitution 

Sanford Levinson and David Kyvig, 
Resolved, Article V should be revised 
to make it easier to amend the 
Constitution and to call a 
constitutional convention 

18 Reform Ch. 1 

   Total Pages 108  
Week 3: Congress 
 
M 5-Sep Congress Samuel Kernell, Gary Jacobson, and 

Thad Kousser, Congress 
67 Logic Ch. 6 

   U.S. Constitution, Article I 3 Logic 
Appendix 3 

W 7-Sep Polarization Steven Smith, Congress, The Troubled 
Institution 

16 P&P Ch. 6.1 

   Morris Fiorina, Culture War? The 
Myth of a Polarized America 

11 P&P 10-4  

F 9-Sep Non-Partisan 
Redistricting 

Michael McDonald and Justin 
Buchler, Resolved, the re-districting 
process should be nonpartisan 

21 Reform Ch. 
10 

   Total Pages 118  
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Week 4: The Presidency 
 
M 12-Sep The 

Presidency 
Samuel Kernell, Gary Jacobson, and 
Thad Kousser, The Presidency 

47 Logic Ch. 7 

   U.S. Constitution, Article II 1 Logic 
Appendix 3 

W 14-Sep The Modern 
President 

Richard Neustadt, excerpt from 
Presidential Power and the Modern 
Presidents: The Politics of Leadership 
from Roosevelt to Reagan 

18 P&P, Ch. 7-
1 

   Ryan Lizza, The Gatekeeper: Rahm 
Emanuel on the Job 

9 P&P Ch. 7-
2 

F 16-Sep Abolishing 
the Electoral 
College 

George Edwards and Dan Lowenstein, 
Resolved, the electoral college should 
be abolished 

8 Reform Ch. 
6 

   Total Pages 83  
 
Week 5: The Federal Judiciary  
 
M 19-Sep The 

Federal 
Judiciary 

Samuel Kernell, Gary Jacobson, and 
Thad Kousser, The Federal Judiciary 

45 Logic Ch. 9 

   U.S. Constitution, Article III 3 Logic 
Appendix 3 

W 21-Sep Judicial 
Review 

Alexander Hamilton, Federalist, No. 
78 

7 P&P Ch. 9-
3 

   Antonin Scalia, A Matter of 
Interpretation: Federal Courts and the 
Law 

17 P&P Ch. 9-
1 

   Stephen Breyer, Active Liberty: 
Interpreting Our Democratic 
Constitution 

14 P&P Ch. 9-
2 

F 23-Sep Citizens 
United 

Monica Youn and M. Todd 
Henderson, Interest Groups – 
Permitting Corporations to 
Participate in Election Campaigns: A 
Blow to Democracy or 
Constitutionally Appropriate? 

13 You Decide! 
Ch. 8 (Will 
Be 
Distributed 
in Class)  

   Total Pages 99  
 
Week 6: The Bureaucracy 
 
M 26-Sep The 

Bureaucracy 
Samuel Kernell, Gary Jacobson, and 
Thad Kousser, The Bureaucracy 

49 Logic Ch. 8 

W 28-Sep Structural 
Politics 

Terry Moe, The Politics of 
Bureaucratic Structure 

27 P&P 8-1 
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F 30-Sep Public 
Employee 
Unions 

Kenneth Jost, Public Employee 
Unions 

24 Issues Ch. 1 

   Total Pages 100  
 
Week 7: Political Parties 
 
M 3-Oct Political 

Parties 
Samuel Kernell, Gary Jacobson, and 
Thad Kousser, Political Parties 

51 Logic Ch. 12 

W 5-Oct Why Parties? John Aldrich, Excerpt from Why 
Parties?: The Origin and 
Transformation of Political Parties in 
America 

11 P&P 12-1 

   Pippa Norris, Excerpt from Electoral 
Engineering: Voting Rules and 
Political Behavior (Ch. 4: Party 
Systems) 

15 EE, Ch. 4 
(Will Be 
Distributed 
in Class) 

F 7-Oct Proportional 
Representation 

Douglas Amy and Mark Rush, 
Resolved, proportional 
representation should be adopted for 
U.S. House elections 

15 Reform Ch. 7 

   Total Pages 92  
 
Week 8: Interest Groups 
 
M 9-Oct        
W 12-Oct Interest 

Groups 
Samuel Kernell, Gary Jacobson, 
and Thad Kousser, Interest Groups 

42 Logic Ch. 13 

F 14-Oct The Evolution 
of Interest 
Groups 

E. E. Schnattschneider, The Scope 
and Bias of the Pressure System 

9 P&P 13-1  

   John Wright, The Evolution of 
Interest Groups 

12 P&P 13-2 

M 17-Oct Lobbyist 
Limitations 

Burdett Loomis and Anthony 
Nownes, Resolved, the No Cup of 
Coffee rule should be adopted in 
Washington 

15 Reform Ch. 8 

   Total Pages 78  
 
Week 9: Mid-Term Review 
 
W 19-Oct Institutions and 

Reform 
 

Questions and Discussion - - 

F 21-Oct Institutions and 
Reform 

Mid-Term Review - - 
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PART II: POLITICAL VALUES AND REFORM 
 
Week 10: Federalism 
 
M 24-Oct Federalism Samuel Kernell, Gary Jacobson, 

and Thad Kousser, Federalism 
46 Logic Ch. 3 

W 26-Oct The Value of 
Decentralization 

James Buchanan, Federalism as 
an Ideal Political Order and an 
Objective for Constitutional 
Reform 

9 P&P 3-1 

   Jonathan Rauch, A Separate 
Peace 

4 P&P 3-3 

F 28-Oct Education 
Reform 

Marcia Clemmitt, School Reform 20 Issues Ch. 7 

   Total Pages 79  
 
Week 11: Civil Rights 
 
M 31-Oct Civil Rights Samuel Kernell, Gary Jacobson, 

and Thad Kousser, Civil Rights 
51 Logic Ch. 4 

W 2-Nov Immigration and 
Identity Politics 

Taeku Lee, Immigration and the 
Future of Identity Politics in the 
United States 

15 P&P 4-1 
(Lee) 

F 4-Nov Gay Marriage 
Bans 

Attorneys in Perry, et al. v. 
Schwarzenegger, Civil Rights – 
California’s Proposition 8 
Barring Gay Marriage: Equal 
Rights Violation of the U.S. 
Constitution or Valid State Law  

22 You Decide!, 
Ch. 4 
(Will be 
distributed in 
class) 

   Total Pages 88  
 
Week 12: Civil Liberties 
 
M 7-Nov Civil Liberties Samuel Kernell, Gary Jacobson, 

and Thad Kousser, Civil 
Liberties 

55 Logic Ch. 5 

W 9-Nov Two Concepts 
of Liberty 

Isaiah Berlin, Excerpts from 
Four Essays on Liberty (Ch.4:  
Two Concepts of Liberty) 

28 Liberty Ch. 4 
(Will be 
distributed in 
class) 

F 11-
Nov 

Gun Rights Kenneth Jost, Gun Rights 
Debates 

24 Issues (11th 
Edition) Ch. 
7 (Will be 
distributed in 
class) 

   Total Pages 107  
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PART III: PUBLIC POLICY AND REFORM 
 
Week 13: Public Policy, Healthcare, and the National Debt 
 
M 14-Nov Public Policy Michael Kraft and Scott Furlong, 

Understanding Public 
Policymaking in Public Policy: 
Politics, Analysis, and 
Alternatives 

28 PP Ch. 3 
(Will be 
distributed in 
class) 

   Michael Kraft and Scott Furlong, 
Policy Analysis: An Introduction 
in Public Policy: Politics, 
Analysis, and Alternatives 

23 PP Ch. 4 
(Will be 
distributed in 
class) 

W 16-Nov Healthcare 
Reform 

Marcia Clemmitt, Heath-Care 
Reform 

19 Issues Ch. 16  

F 18-Nov The National 
Debt and 
Budget Reform 

Marcia Clemmitt, National Debt 20 Issues Ch. 2 

   Total Pages 90  
 
Week 14: Public Policy, Income Inequality, and Taxes 
 
M 21-Nov Income 

Inequality and 
Tax Reform 

Marcia Clemmitt, Income 
Inequality 

19 Issues Ch. 5 

W 23-Nov        
F 25-Nov        
 
Week 15: Public Policy, Energy, the Environment and Jobs  
 
M 28-Nov Climate Change 

and Energy 
Policy Reform 

Jennifer Weeks, Energy Policy 18 Issues Ch. 12 

   Reed Karaim, Climate Change 23 Issues Ch. 13 
W 30-Nov Unemployment 

and Green Jobs 
Peter Katel, Jobs Outlook 20 Issues Ch. 4 

F 2-Dec  To be determined - - 
   Total Pages 61  
 
Week 16: Final Classes To Be Determined 
 
M 5-Dec  To be determined - - 
W 7-Dec  To be determined - - 
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Additional Course Resources         
 
The Davidson Library 
 
The Davidson Library has a great range of resources that are designed to enhance your 
learning, from its extremely dedicated staff to its extensive online databases.  It will be 
invaluable to your diving deeper into the issues and topics we discuss throughout the 
semester and your time at Davidson. 
 
The Writing Center 
 
For students who want to improve the quality of their writing, the Writing Center 
provides a wide range of support to improve the writing skills of Davidson College 
students.  Through collaboration with a tutor, students can assess their own writing 
process and learn to write more effectively.  Ultimately, the Writing Center strives to 
create better writers, not just better papers.  In the Writing Center, trained peer tutors will 
work with students at any stage in the writing process – from pre-writing to fine-tuning a 
finished draft – and for assignments in classes across the curriculum or for personal 
projects such as cover letters.  The Writing Center is open Sunday through Thursday, 2-4 
p.m. and 8-11 pm and is located, along with the Speaking Center, in the north basement 
of Chambers, room B039.  More information about the Writing Center and its services is 
available at their website, http://www3.davidson.edu/cms/x11014.xml.   
 
The Speaking Center  
 
For those students who would like to improve their public speaking skills, the Speaking 
Center at Davidson College offers the services of trained student tutors to support 
speaking across the curriculum. At any point of the process, from selecting a set of 
arguments to delivering a speech, the Center can assist students in learning to speak, and 
speaking to learn.  No appointment is necessary; tutors see students on a first-come, first-
served basis.  Located in Chambers B39 in the north basement, the Speaking Center 
includes private rooms, a camera and playback equipment, and resource materials to help 
students collaborate with tutors. Students wishing to keep copies of their presentations 
can bring recordable DVDs (available in the Bookstore).  The Speaking Center is open 
Sunday through Thursday from 9-11 pm.  You are encouraged to come early; help is 
more readily available at 9 pm than at 10:45 pm.  More information about the Speaking 
Center is available at http://www3.davidson.edu/cms/x15986.xml.   
 
Study Skills and Time Management Support 
 
For those of you interested in improving your study skills and time management skills, 
the Center for Teaching and Learning has produced several useful videos that are hosted 
on its website.  These videos discuss how to reduce your anxiety around coursework, 
“strategic studying,” and Time Management using Outlook.  I encourage everyone to 
check these resources out if they have not already.  The website address for these videos 
is http://coursemedia.davidson.edu/department/ctl.php#.   

http://www3.davidson.edu/cms/x11014.xml
http://www3.davidson.edu/cms/x15986.xml
http://coursemedia.davidson.edu/department/ctl.php
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